Seroepidemiology of hepatitis B virus in the Philippines.
Hepatitis B virus markers were studied in 2,842 Philippine rural subjects from four villages in 1979-1982. The prevalence of hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) and all markers for hepatitis B virus averaged 12% and 58%, respectively, in these rural populations. It is estimated that five million Filipinos are HBsAg positive. The rural age-specific HBsAg prevalence shows an "early peak" (in persons 3-4-years-old) in two communities and a "late peak" (in persons 30-40-years-old) in the other two communities. Family studies suggest that the prevalence of HBsAg and hepatitis B e antigen (HBeAg) among parents of the young children in an "early peak" and a "late peak" village cannot fully account for the difference in the patterns of prevalence of all markers, or the HBsAg marker. Horizontal intrafamilial and extrafamilial transmission may also be significant. Further research is needed on risk factors for hepatitis B virus infection.